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DYNAMIC VINES   is an independent natural wines merchant that has built a strong reputation by providing individual wines and 
service aimed specifically at the on trade. 
 

The Difference - Wines of Character with a sense of place  
The company concentrates on sourcing wines that reflect their place of birth: the soil, the climate and their people. We believe that wine is 
made in the vineyard rather than in the winery therefore most of our producers are growing their vines naturally.  
We feel that biodynamic, biologic and organic agriculture enhance the unique ñsense of placeò because there are no elements added to the soil, 
plants and wine to interfere with nature and create a standardized style of wine. 
 

The People - Passionate and Dedicated  
We work only with the regionôs most passionate and dedicated producers, often pioneering, growers who combine low yields with passion, 
talent and enthusiasm for producing individual wines. We welcome their willingness to break the appellationôs rules, their obsession with 
quality, their insistence on putting creativity and dedication before commerce and the diversity of their products. We apprec iate the connection 
between the land, the climate and the people. 
 

The Service - Respectful, Attentive and Informative  
The nature of our relationship with our customers and growers is based on respect, trust and 
mutual benefit over the long term. Sourcing the wines from the estate, we understand the 
unique methods and philosophy used by each grower, gaining knowledge and insight that we 
then pass on to our customers. We are convinced that such passion and dedication must be 
shared between our growers and our customers .  
 
These principles are at the heart of our business. We feel that they are the foundation of our 
desire to support wine producers. Selecting only those wines that offer, not just value for 
money, but also a real honest reflection of their origins. The ultimate ñpersonalityò of a wine 
must shine through in order for us to feel that we can offer these wines, in turn, to you.  
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What is Biodynamic ?  

It is helpful to think of biodynamics not primarily as an agricultural system, but rather as an altered philosophy or worldview that then impacts on the 
practice of agriculture in various ways. In other words, to farm biodynamically, first you have to think biodynamically.    

Biodynamics finds its roots in a series of lectures delivered in 1924 by the Austrian philosopher and scientist Rudolf Steiner. Steinerõs life mission was 
to bridge the gap between the material and spiritual worlds using philosophical methods. To this end, he created the òspiritual scienceó of 
anthroposophy, which he used as the basis of the Waldorf school system that persists to this day. It was only later on in Steinerõs life that he turned 
to agriculture: his eight lectures, entitled òSpiritual Foundations for the Renewal of Agricultureó, were delivered just a year before his death, but they 
remain the foundation of biodynamic farming. Modern biodynamic practice is built on top of Steiner-inspired theories, but it is important to 
emphasize that there are a number of growers who practice biodynamics but who would distance themselves from Steinerõs beliefs and teachings.   

Key to biodynamics is considering the farm in its entirety as a living system. To this end, biodynamic farms are supposed to be closed, self-
sustaining systems. Biodynamics also sees the farm in the context of the wider pattern of lunar and cosmic rhythms. In this holistic view, the soil is 
seen not simply as a substrate for plant growth, but as an organism in its own right. The idea of using synthetic fertilizers or pesticides is thus an 
anathema to biodynamic practitioners. Instead, they use a series of special preparations to enhance the life of the soil, which are applied at 
appropriate times in keeping with the rhythms of nature. Disease is seen not as a problem to be 
tackled head-on, but rather as a symptom of a deeper trouble within the farm ôorganismõ: correct 
the problem in the system and the disease will right itself.  

As a matter of fact, biodynamics is a supercharged system of organic farming. Where 
biodynamics differs significantly in practice from organics is in the use of special preparations 
and the timing of their application - in other ways the techniques employed are quite similar. 

When talking to various biodynamic winegrowers from around the world, one thing has become 
clear. While they tend to agree on the big details, each one has developed his own practices to 
suit his own particular situation. Winegrowers drawn to this philosophy tend to be inventive 
types, always experimenting and refining their practices to see what works the best. As a result, 
there are many different flavours and variations around this common theme, and itõs hard to 
define biodynamic agriculture in any sort of rigid way.  
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SUD -OUEST  
 
DOMAINE DE SOUCH  Laroin, Jurançon   

In our Wine List:  
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At the age of sixty, Yvonne Hegoburu, manager of 
Château de Viaud (Lalande de Pomerol), decided to 
plant vines on 6 hectares of her property in the 
south west of France at Domaine de Souch in 
Laroin. She chose a number of the areaõs traditional 
grape varieties: Petit Manseng, Gros Manseng and 
Courbu. She started monumental work to renovate 
the estate. She installed on terraces carved out by 
bulldozer 13,000 trellis posts made from trees cut 
down on the estate. She also equipped herself with 

bladder-type pneumatic press, de-stemmer and 
temperature-controlled stainless steel vats. That 
was in 1985. The first harvest in 1990 was already 
very promising.  
 
Since 1994, the vineyard has been run following the 
principles of biodynamic viticulture. In just a few 
years, Domaine de Souch has acquired a reputation 
as one of the best in its appellation. 
 
Yvonne Hegoburu sees it as an intellectual 
initiative, almost a vocation. �´�+�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���:�H�V�W��
of France, where the wind from Spain mingles with the 
fragrances of the ocean, Yvonne Hegoburu does everything 
within her power to ensure her grapes are 
�K�D�S�S�\�µ (òVignerons Ind®pendantsó - November 
2001). Upon tasting it becomes apparent that both 
grapes and wines are extremely grateful to her for 
all the òmaternaló care she gives them. 


